


For the LORD is our judge, the 
LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is 
our king; it is he who will save us. 

- James Madison, 1787 
Constitutional Convention



“We have staked the whole future 
of American civilization, not upon 
the power of government, far from 
it. We’ve staked the future of all 
our political institutions upon our 
capacity…to sustain ourselves 
according to the Ten 
Commandments of God.”



THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION

[New York, 3 October 1789]

By the President of the United 
States of America. a Proclamation.



Whereas it is the duty of all 
Nations to acknowledge the 
providence of Almighty God, to 
obey his will, to be grateful for his 
benefits, and humbly to implore 
his protection and favor… 



(Signer of DoI & 2nd President) 

1837 Fourth of July address at 
Newburyport, Massachusetts.



Why is it that next to the birthday 
of the Savior of the World, your 
most joyous and most venerated 
festival returns on this day [July 
4th]? . . . Is it not that in the chain 
of human events, the birthday of 
the nation is indissolubly linked 
with the birthday of the Savior? 



That it forms a leading event in the 
progress of the Gospel 
dispensation? Is it not that the 
Declaration of Independence first 
organized the social compact on 
the foundation of the Redeemer’s 
mission upon earth? 



That it laid the corner stone of 
human government upon the first 
precepts of Christianity…



…and gave to the world the first 
irrevocable pledge of the 
fulfillment of the prophecies, 
announced directly from Heaven 
at the birth of the Savior and 
predicted by the greatest of the 
Hebrew prophets six hundred 
years before?



“Our laws & our institutions must 
necessarily be based upon & 
embody the teachings of the 
Redeemer of mankind. It is 
impossible that it should be 
otherwise… 



…In this sense & to this extent, our 
civilizations and our institutions 
are emphatically Christian.”



We hold these truths to be self-
evident, 
that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, 

that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness. 



That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the 
governed,



That whenever any Form of 
Government becomes destructive 
of these ends, it is the Right of 
the People to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its 
foundation on such principles…



Without morals a republic cannot 
subsist any length of time; they 
therefore who are decrying the 
Christian religion, …are 
undermining the solid foundation 
of morals, the best security for the 
duration of free governments.



and organizing its powers in such 
form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their Safety and 
Happiness.



…And for the support of this 
Declaration, with a firm reliance 
on the protection of Divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge 
to each other our Lives, our 
Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.
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