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But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you 
may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light.



Finally, all of you should be of one 
mind. Sympathize with each other. 
Love each other as brothers and 
sisters. 



Be tenderhearted, and keep a 
humble attitude. 9 Don’t repay evil 
for evil. Don’t retaliate with insults 
when people insult you. Instead, 
pay them back with a blessing. 
That is what God has called you to 
do, and he will bless you for it.



10 For the Scriptures say, “If you 
want to enjoy life and see many 
happy days, keep your tongue 
from speaking evil and your lips 
from telling lies. 11 Turn away from 
evil and do good. Search for peace, 
and work to maintain it. 



12 The eyes of the Lord watch over 
those who do right, and his ears 
are open to their prayers. But the 
Lord turns his face against those 
who do evil.”



A comprehensive, all-inclusive 
worldview, including:

A system of law & government

A religion that is not compatible 
with

▪The God of the Bible

▪Or the Good News of Jesus



Are people

For whom God sent his Son

To whom we are Christ’s 
ambassadors



He himself gives life and breath to 
everything, and he satisfies every 
need. 26 From one man he created 
all the nations throughout the 
whole earth. He decided 
beforehand when they should rise 
and fall, and he determined their 
boundaries…



27 “His purpose was for the 
nations to seek after God and 
perhaps feel their way toward him 
and find him—though he is not far 
from any one of us.”



You were once far away from God. 
You were his enemies, separated 
from him by your evil thoughts 
and actions. 



22 Yet now he has reconciled you 
to himself through the death of 
Christ in his physical body. As a 
result, he has brought you into his 
own presence, and you are holy 
and blameless as you stand before 
him without a single fault.



“You have heard the law that says, 
‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your 
enemy. 44 But I say, love your 
enemies! Pray for those who 
persecute you! 45 In that way, you 
will be acting as true children of 
your Father in heaven…



For he gives his sunlight to both 
the evil & the good, & he sends 
rain on the just & the unjust alike. 
46 If you love only those who love 
you, what reward is there for that? 
Even corrupt tax collectors do that 
much…



47 If you are kind only to your 
friends, how are you different 
from anyone else? Even pagans do 
that. 48 But you are to be perfect 
[mature & complete], even as your 
Father in heaven is perfect.”



Dennis Keleman
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1 - Pray for their Conversion
2 - Pray the Evil they do may be 

Restrained
3 - Pray they will receive divine 

justice
 Acts 17:30-31
 Romans 3:26, 12:17-21 



But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation…

You’re different from other people, 
so do things differently.
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